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(1) At least 100, 000 people ncliding athletes world leaders Games officials and spectators are expected to
attend (Chia Daily August8 2008)

(2) At first batch ofmore than 400, 000 city volunteers has been atwortk since July 1 in street stalls located at
major traffic hubs canmercial netwotrks scenic spots hospitals hotels and culural centers (Beijing Review
VOL 51 No 35 AUG. 14 2008)
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(3) Using nearly 30, 000 pieces of servers laptops desktop canputers printers and touch screens Lenovo
helped constmct the canputing backbone for the Games More than 580 engineers fran Lenovo built and main-
tained the mfomation system for the Ganes ranging fran scores and results management to data diffusion to can-
mentator infomation systan- (China daily August 16, 2008)
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(1) LiuXiang the reigning O ympic and world chanpion and fomerworld chanpion and fomerworld record
holder carries China s great expectations on his shoulder (China Daily August4 2008)
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(2) China is seeking its first O kmpic thythmic medal in the group event (China Daily August4, 2008)
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(3) Kanaeva who won the individual all-round title at the 2008 European Championships in Torino has been

granted a spot for the Beijing Games and the remaining spot will be given either to Kapranova or Sessna (China
Daily August 16, 2008)
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(4) Injured lifier will canpete again Hungarian lifter Janos Baranyai is recovering well afier dislocating his el
bow and should be able to resume his career the mtemationalW eightlifting Federation chief said yesterday Baran-

yai tore his right elbow on W ednesday as the weightlifting campetition took a painful wist (China Daily August
16, 2008)
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(1) The pamallel bars could see a strong caneback fran China s LiXiaopeng who won gold in Sydney and
then bronze in 2004 Surgery and a long-tem foot injury saw his vault skills deteriomate so Li is likely to concen-
trate mainly on the parallel bars and the horizontal bar (China Daily August4 2008)
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(2) Said fomerOlmpic chanpion Kerri Stug  “ I think a lot of people identify gymnastics with a perfect
10. It’ smuch easier for the average person to follow and understand ” (China Daily August4 2008)

(3) W ith Tyson Gay out in the sem ifinals the 21-yearold Janaican seem ingly only had A safa Powell to beat
but when he looked around and realized he was all clear with 30 meters to go he coasted and still set a world re-
cord of 9.69 seconds (China Daily August 17, 2008)
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(1) Analysts said that although teams such as Italy may have cane close to Russia in tems of technical diffi-
culty they are still lagging behind when it comes to artisty  (China daily August4 2008)

(2) His final preparmtions in the southem city of Kaohsiung have gone well according to coach Chang Jung-
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san. who said Chu has been practicing taichi to get an edge (Chia Daily August8 2008)
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A recent study indicates thatwhen it cames to minning Jamaicans may have a genetic edge (Beijing Review,
VOL 51 No 35 AUG. 28 2008)
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(1) Hackett eyes record hat-trick (China Daily August4, 2008)
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(2) Athens nighinare Beijing dream- Chinese gymnasts are detem ined to erase painfulmemory of their A th-
ens failire But they are piling pressure onto the team, as it stuggles to mange huge hane expectations adm itted
head coach Huang Yubin *In 2004, we won only one gold medal which is not that bad canpared to sane others
but it s still described as *AthensW aterloo’ in China and our perfomance was considered a canplete failure
(China Daily August4 2008)
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Pragm atic Functions of Hedges in O lym pic New s Reports

HU Hua‘fang1’ M ENG Dongm els DAIHai'hongZ

(1 School of Foreign Languages East China Jiaotong University Nanchang 330013; Z. School
of Foreign Languages Nanchang Hangkong University Nanchang 330063, China)

Abstract W ith the development of linguistics researches of the hedge now focus on sane practical texts such as a-
cademy technology news report and advertissment By analyzing examples in O lympic news reports the paper re-
veals the necessity of hedges in sports news and gives more understanding of the way in which O ympic news re~
ports achieve the pragnatic functions to build the forim of crosscultural communication and enbody the hum an-ori-
ented concept of Beijing O lympic Games

Key words hedges Olympic news reports pragmatic functions

FfERE . T28)



