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An Investigation and Analysis of Metacognitive Strategy
Used by Freshmen of Science and Engineering

SHI Jin-fang
(School of Foreign Languages, East China Jiaotong University , Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract: Metacogntive strategy plays a very important role for learners in language leaming. On the basis of the data
collected in a study of 188 freshmen of science and engineering, the present research investigates and analyzes the rela-
tionship between their metacognitive strategies and English 'proﬁciency. Results of the study indicate that (1) the fre-
quency of metacognitive strategies among freshmen of science and engineering is not high; (2) significant statistical dif-
ferences exist among high-proficiency learners, middle-proficiency learners and low-proficiency leamers in their applica-
tion of metacognitive strategies; (3) great disparity exists in the same proficiency groups, i.e. the higher their proficien-
cy is, the less their disparity is,and vise versa.
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