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Differences between the Pre-Qin Chinese Words and the Contemporary
Chinese Words from the Perspective of Automatic Segmentation

XU Zi-yun', XU Xue-song?

(1. School of Humanities and Social Sciences; 2. School of Electrical and Electronic Engineering, East China Jiaotong University Nanchang
330013, China)

Abstract: Word segmentation is the same problem of the pre-Qin Chinese and the contemporary Chinese information
disposal . The methods of contemporary Chinese automatic segmentation can’t be applied to pre-Qin Chinese automatic
segmentation because of the difference of the two languages. The paper compares the pre-Qin Chinese words with the
contemporary Chinese words from four angles: degree of language opening, manifestation and stage of the language de-
velopment, distribution and constitution of the polysyllabic words, and distribution of the high-frequency words. It is
found that there are not only distinctive difficult points but also distinctive merits for pre-Qin Chinese automatic seg-
mentation.
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