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Dialogue and Confrontation: Multi-level Relationships
Between Human and the Sea in The Old Man and The Sea

Yao Wenqun

(School of Foreign Languages: East China Jiaotong University - Nanchang 330013 China)

Abstract . The novel The Old Man and the Sea is the masterpiece of Ernest Hemingway in his late years,which depicts
the story of an old fisherman named Santiago going out fishing far into the sea,yet only with a long backbone of a great
fish back home - It has been regarded as a song of heroism - However standing from the modern age and the angle of ec-
ocriticism» the multi-level relationships between human, sea creatures and the sea in the story stand out- A detail illus-
tration on dialogues and confrontation within those complex relationships helps people to appreciate the final failure of
the strong-willed old man unable to get a big fish from the deep sea and to enhance the ecological cognition as well -
Key words :The Old Man and the Seaithe Nature (the Sea) ;dialogue ; confrontation ; ecological cognition
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