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An Interpretation of the Ideal Female Image in Tang Legendary and Its
Cultural Connotation

Gao Cuiyuan', Gao Danka’

(1. Office of Teaching Affairs, 2. Office of Scientific Research, East China Jiaotong University , Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract: Tang legends which include rich subject matter are the mature stage of classical Chinese novels. And
the love and marriage novels is the highest achievement of Tang legends. In the Tang legendary marriages, the
scholars create many female images in accordance with their expectation of love. These female images have
beautiful appearance, outstanding artistic talent and courage to break the binding of Confucian ritual; mean-
while, they are also good wives and mothers that abide by Confucian ritual. This ideal female image combines
the images of lover, bosom friend, good wife and good mother which embody the scholars’ dual expectation to
female and their love and marriage mentality in pursuing the harmony of emotion.

Key words : Tang legendary marriages ;ideal female ; the mental of marriage and love; cultural connotation
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