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On the Competitive Associations in the Fictions of Qing Dynasty

Yang Da

(School of Humanity and Social Science, East China Jiaotong University , Nanchang 33013, China)

Abstract: The competitive associations were important means of communication in special historical and social
surroundings for men of letters in early Yuan and late Song Dynasty, and they became the most popular associa-
tions in Qing Dynasty. With competitions as the main feature and in view of imperial examinations, competitive
association procedures, the competitive associations were different from the common literary societies in organi-
zational forms. Many novels of Qing Dynasty mention the competitive associations, but the descriptions in
those novels show different characteristics from the historical reality, for example, the female characters as the
main members, which may to some extent reflect the women's association state and literary activities in the
Qing Dynasty.
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