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A Review of Study on Commentary in Literary Narrative

Sang Dihuan' , Zhang Daqun®

(1. School of Humanities and Social Sciences, East China Jiaotong University, Nanchang 330013, China;
2. Foreign Languages and Literature Postdoctoral Mobile Station, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China )

Abstract: Commentary cannot be avoided by a narrator in any narrative for narrating is always accompanied by the
expression of narrators attitude towards characters or events in the story. The increasingly high demand for its real-
ization in modern literary narrative makes commentary deserve more research and investigation. This paper re-
views its history and attempts to present features and inadequacies of current studies on commentary. Firstly, the
relationship between commentary and intervention has not been illustrated explicitly. Secondly, explicit commen-
tary has been examined much more than implicit commentary. Thirdly, the analysis of commentary in specific texts
is preferred while the establishment of commentary as a system is ignored. Fourthly, what commentary can func-
tion in narrative progression has not been fully examined.

Key words: narrator; attitude; commentary; implicit commentary



