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Improved YOLOv8n Algorithm for Contact Network
Insulator Detection

Liu Shibing, Lin Qiang

(School of Electrical and Automation Engineering, East China Jiaotong University, Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract: In view of the susceptibility of high-speed railway insulator detection to climatic and environmental
factors, as well as the deficiencies in accuracy and efficiency, this study proposes an improved algorithm ABFP-
YOLOVS. This method first constructs a C2f-AFE module to strengthen the extraction ability of global contextu-
al features and suppress complex background interference. Subsequently, the neck network is replaced with a BC-
Neck structure to enhance the ability to capture target details. Furthermore, the Powerful-IoU loss function is em-
ployed to optimize the localization performance and reduce the false detection rate. Additionally, a 160 % 160
small target detection head is added to enhance the recognition ability of small-sized insulators. Experimental re-
sults indicate that, compared with the original YOLOv8n model, the ABFP-YOLOvV8 model achieves improve-
ment in mAP@50 and mAP@50-95, increase in inference speed, despite reduction in the number of parameters.
This suggests that the algorithm is highly suitable for deployment in mobile detection terminals and scenarios with
complex and variable detection environments.

Key words: YOLOvVS8n; insulator; C2f-AFE module; BC-Neck structure; Powerful-lToU

Citation format: LIU S B, LIN Q. Improved YOLOv8n algorithm for contact network insulator detection[J].

rhs B HA:2024-08-26
BEEIE AR KA 20 He Al it PR R Wil -5 P i [ 5% i S8 2= PR (GIJ210652)



58 7R

b

SN

2026 4F

Journal of East China Jiaotong University, 2026, 43(1): 57-63.

Y 2% - AR R B 5 Bl B S L R
G G KINBREE TE R RKAIAE T, 5
KI5 , ATHET | AR 5N 2% A5l ™, ™ F
B T2 A o Bl RS 27 2 FORAE 42 fioh P 4G T 3=
Gerr iz N A BT MR A IR S B Re W
L ST A

SCHR [2]38 35 B 5 R AR 5 e R
JIREHL(SENet) , 345 1 22 RUBERBIHE J7 5 SCHR[3]R
FHOCAE RS HETF 5] ATREE 2% 2 Btk (CoordAtt) , HA
Fi O PRI T BRI 5 R s SCER[41R G TIEAS
S EUREE S ) Ik s SCER[S 1 I AR 2 ik
(CBAM)$2 T3 FE , {H /Iy H AR i T AR5 4G ] K
SRAFAE ; SCHR[6 R R T A BB (GSConv) , A1
AR S BRI G2 il 1 5 B SCR[71 456
Wi 24 ) B H (ConvNeXt) 5 B A 5V i THRE AU %%
(A= e RS RACT I PERE P4 5 Sk
[81Fl G AL bR ) 5 22 RUBE VR BE W] 43 B R, X/
Sk HARATRBIRE 5 A &2 5 SCER[9]24# Orient-
ed RepPoints Jf-5 | A3 I 58 AL FFAE 4 35 W 2% (Re-
FPN) , #1580 g hn S5k 8 TR

BT 3R TR R, AR SCHE S — B e i) 42 fi ) 4
%5 LK I B3 (ABFP-YOLOVS) . 32 Z4U 45 LA
T T A S A A% Mish B8 (ABMConv ) |
454 FasterBlock 511 = I HLH (EMA) # i 22 R
TR G (C2f-AFE ) , 73S R REIE 2R 1A 8 7 Y [R] B
PR35 ST 5 K R YOLOVS (1 Neck #4325 e XL
R SRR A 254 (BC-Neck) , $- - E 42552 T 1Y)
K &4 ; 51 A Powerful-ToU i ¢ BB /N H
Bk , BT s /N RS 48 2 B RIS FE

1 ABFP-YOLOvV8

FE X% 48 YOLOV8 BERILE 45 KA L&
AT, X AS (] ) 22 48 1) 4 2% - o RS AN
S S AN FE ) ] BT, ABFP-YOLOVS 7£ YO-
LOv8n J&Aiff i1 Tkt

1) 7E £ T M 2% (Backbone) #4351 A H1 ABM-
Conv . FasterBlock i3t 5 EMA #4 15 1) C2f-AFE 45
¥, SRR AE SRR RE S TR T B RCR

2) TE B I 24 (Neck ) #8434 i PANet 546

BC- Neck 42 14, il & XL 1] ¢ 1iF 42 F 35 (BiFPN_
Add2) 55 5 By Be S g (CSPStage) , 55 BT P2 5| PS
1) 22 RUBE R AE A3 R 75

3)H 5 R %R FH Powerful-ToU, @ 3 H 5 N~
A AT S0 B R T AL, B Il RS R S5 08k
M

4) R IER 438 1 160160 43 HEH 14 71N H ARkl
Sk FEFX NG a7 B e

ARG LSRG AN TR FE AR T B 3
PRI T 4R A BE 5 SERHPERE €] SPPF
Rhas )4 P AL )2 | Upsample 7 I RAEEFRAE,
Head #53H 1) Detect Ak o
1.1 C2f-AFE #k

B %) 448 2% - ARSI 55 v B bR 2SRl B 2
A AEGAEBE LA B 2 RO RFIE R RIS, A4 SC
I AT AT (AKConv)!" %7 138 1 R 1
A bR Az B TR R HAT B R A AR S U, 4T
TG A BRI e S5 A BRI, 9151 AT 27 2 R #% 1 LA
ShAGE N HARE AR, T I 25 R BRI X & 4
ANIFFAE PR RE J7 o FE T AKConv IO , A<
CHE— 11T T ABMConv BB, 454 Mish #4175 bR
B s AR B B 5 1 2 aE 2T e, T AE R
55 v S B = ARG B RNz Ak bR BE  FLZs A an &l 2
7, Maxpool2d i — 4k KAL)=

A SCAE C2f i 5| A ABMConv B {7 1 45
S LA AT ) S TR AR 7R AR U8
{14 [ S R s B 3k 2 5 25 RV RR AR SR B RE 7 o Rtk —
ARFR R GS KT SN, 5l A EMA, i
T B S S Y B A H IR TR AR s A R
TEF ), ARG 2 RER R SR 2 44 5%
R 4T BRI RE 1 A e A R
B W C2f Y Bottleneck 45 #5725 4 FasterBlock .

FT Bk, 3 5 ABMConv 49 TH %5, 4
Split 73# 5 H 21> FasterBlock £2 U AR SR , 5
it EMA VE B0 A 98 SCBERE AR el 107, fe 2 i
Al A 2 2905 B3 s AR 1E , 15 3] C2f- AFE %
Peo HEME 3 s, B CRa¥ n A% R
TE DR — A B S AR B A o

%



55130 XSS 4 BTG YOLOvSn (4% fith 99 46 2R ST T 5% 59
_______________________ I r————— - — /"
I______________i : Neck | | Head :
|
| | —> BFPN.Ad2 ——>  CSPStage ——> Detect |
| I t ! N |
: Conv : | Upsample Conv : | |
| Conv | : Conv P! :
: v oy A L= BiFPI\i_AddZ : : |
| | |
| C2f-AFE CSPStage P
: ¥ T : A . CSPStage —|—:—> Detect :
| Conv | | —>({ BiFPN Add2 v L |
| v - A Conv I : |
: C2f-AFE —:— | Upsample i : | |
| v P! 4 BiFPN_Add2 P! '
: Conv : : Conv r J : : :
| ¢ | : T CSPStage — 1> Detect :
| C2f-AFE CSPStage P!
' (  — ' N |
| Conv | | > BIFPN_Add2 Conv Lo |
! ¢ | | ? i | : |
| CoLAFE | | | Upsample BiFPN_Add2 | |
[ v P! A v o [
I SPPF —l—:> Conv CSPStage —0—:> Detect :
!_ _____________ I - ! L |
El1 ABFP-YOLO P44
Fig.1 ABFP-YOLO network structure
i ———— — | i i CSPStage M B (045 E 4+ 1 5 b A LA
ABMConv = AKConv —>» Maxpool2d —> Mish ™ , TS 8 . -
i | KGR S FHRE ) I OUARE BE AL 7R , DT i 25 42

B2 ABMConv &4
Fig.2 ABMConv structure

1.2 BC-Neck M4 %244

BEX R I P A TREIDRS BEAS IR I [l &, A%
SR TR ) REE 4 2% (BiFPN) (1)
BC-Neck £514 , LAY YOLOVS H1 5 A Y PANet 5
Heo Rt — AR AR AR IS B 8 , 4R SCHE BiF-
PN i A CSPStage f5ibit , USRI L8 1R TR 218 Y
fE RS S I Zigee v, A5 A & 4 TR .
&4 11 Simplify Rep 3*3 FRAALARIT) 33 BRURAE,
ConvFRE L BN FRIH—1L, Act FRIMTE PR

I-: FasterBlock

FHR)Z W28 1 R BRCE SN GR e . m &gt
i) BC-Neck 4514 5t 43 il 75 T BiFPN (1) 2 RUE FEAE
Al 3 CSPStage FBREE L ALRE F1 , SR SRR 4N
57

BC-Neck i i il & CSPStage 5 BiFPN AL,
BREETET Z2 RUE B AR 0 1 B8 FN R AE 3 Bk
2R, CSPStage K B B E s BAIL , 763G 3R AR
TEZIRTE 10 IR B el i B 2y, o R I A
EMES
1.3 Powerful-ToU 55k £

BE X2 2k AR A T B AR S [ B 278 Y 5
2 A FEGH FHETIIRG R R R, ABF5ERT Y O-

! |
! |
! |
! |
: :
! FasterBlock |
! |
| C2f-AFE — ABMConv —> Split —> FasterBlock { C EMA —> ABMConv —> |
: !
! |
I

E3 C2f-AFE &3t
Fig. 3 C2f-AFE module



60 LI NI IV NI 2026 4F
CSPStage module e AR R SR
S:(dWI+dWZ+dhl+dh2j/4 (1)
Wy Wy hgt hgt

[%{ _____________ 1 f fE)=1-¢" (2)
|

1*1 lS{lm%lifgf 353 : By _f(S) (3)
|

4 CSPStagef&ih
Fig. 4 CSPStage module

LOvS [ 2k pREGHA T ekt , £l H Powerful-ToU €
J5 CloU™, Powerful-IoU $14% PREN £ 75 PloUvl 5

PloUV2 B/ MR AS , Hodr PloUv1 383 5] A H R R
3 7 AT DR R S B o ) R T ML

Kr: S HIH—ALIUMR2E : w, , by, 535 FLSEHE
WIS REREE s d,, \ dy, 5 dyy , dy PR TRNHE 5 E
STHE 22 18] (BB , AR w A h 43 1) 6 s 0 2 M B
BERIERE s () MR I REGx MR ESEG By
4 PloU 17531 .

PloUv2 7 PloUv1 & All I 51 Ak 58 7 2 7
JZ, DA 56 v A T B 1) G 3 , DT 4 3 B T
PR ARPERE . TR

/

—ﬂ[[ —>| CSPStage module

ﬂ‘r[ CSPStage module [[ CSPStage module [ —>

‘>|[ —>| CSPStage module |[ > CSPStage module [ —>

1

> CSPStage module |——|[ —>

BEl5 BC-Neck P#&%2#
Fig. 5 BC-Neck network architecture

g=¢*,qe(0,1] (4)
u(x)=3xe™ (5)
Ly =1 = Ay + Ry (6)
Lo = (Aq) Lo (7)

A g AT RS 5 w() AR BREG A N
R F 5 Ay NI L5 Lo, M PIoUVI 2% ;

Ly N PIoUV2 145 . PloUv2 i i i /> 2§+
PO Il )= A v A HEAAR B K , 11— 25 R i T AR AR 1Y)
AR SRR,
1.4 /INErRsk

BT X X [] 4 T2 32 M ) 4C £ 45 o RT3

£ 5 80N BARSTELAY [R)8, 78 ABFP-YOLOVS 5
RISRG 1A 160x160 73 FER A /N ARk . %45

Fayml A 2B T SR 24 1Y) 80X 80 FFAIE-5 S _I %
FEFFIE , 28 CSPStage Kb HE I | RAE S5 5 5 160x160
FRIEPHE AR/ HARRRIE ) $2 S %08 . 52
Une il ,i?ﬁiiﬁ%hﬂT/J\RTéﬁ%¥ g oRlllp
B TR R 22 Yt A SRR AL 2 5 R 400% 1o
NEZN Y S A ey

2 KBWERSHT

21 HEELRE

ARSC LA DX ] 472k R Ak % 1 ok Y 4C 4 2%
FEUG N JE AR EIGEE m i %] 1 244 5K A UG
M P AN B OIS I s A
By E 3 7325, ARG, Bl R4
BRPEG L 81 1: 1 1Y Ll X 43 A I R g B uEE S5
WAL, IE EUR RST G — % 640x64012 % .



14

LS 45 BT YOLOv8N 422 fith I 246 2% Rl S 5 61

22 NERE

ARSZIGHLTF Windows 11 #E RS, #5841 HT
PyTorch HE 42 () 5 K ¥£ 5% , CPU A Intel(R) Core
(TM) i5- 13500H, GPU }y NVIDIA GeForce RTX
4060, Python ii{ 4 24 3.9, PyTorch Wi A iy 2.2, %
CUDA 12.0 1 CUDNN 8.8.0 %} GPU #A7 hinis . #
RIZH B NR 1R,
23 HRLLIE

h B AIE A SCH Y ABFP-YOLOVS 8 1k 76 4

x1 #HESH
Tab.1 Model parameter

S 78 L ki o A Ak S PERe BRI, DL YO-
LOv8n K FELARRY 350 5| A I SRR e tE 17 11 il 52
5, 2R NF 2 R . SEE R LA R Al b - A4 0]
KRR P S E mAP SR N TR &
GFLOPs Fl4f B gk i £, A4 T pEAE AR MERE . Py
I mAP@50, P, mAP@50-95,

ATCHT YOLOVn FEERTAIYEF T T 22 41 1 il
Sz, Horp AUFE C2f-AFE #5i8 , BAC 3 BC-Neck %
TR , C A3 Powerful-ToU 1 2< pRi %k, DA E/NH
PRk . Lt R WoR A A5 BAE/DSEL
it Fll GFLOPs WY [A]I , RS H& FHBAURE BE 5 255 A
B C Al —42TF R 5 mAP, J-7E 45 S50 A

TR S FEN AR RREE T 51 A C 5 D AR TR ) 3k
S 8 JE R RELAL A 5 4145 A LC 5 D WI7E & 35 It
ek 130 For L 01 [ A, 5 B 5 R A R e 2
skt 0937 e 2% (¥ U R ) ABFP-YOLOVS 36 3 114 5 £ 11 25
(RS 0.01 AVERE, PR P P T R YOLOVSN BRI A7
DR 01 EHRTE, FARTF10.44%, H N 14.95% % 1
LR 0.0005 MR, RS Y ABFP-YOLOVS 303 (1 S P AR
ST 03 AL T FARIE
F2 HEXKER
Tab.2 Results of ablation experiments
Al P/% RI% P/% Pi/% N/(x10°4>) GFLOPs F /(i/s)
LRI 95.83 93.60 96.92 68.82 3.01 8.2 78.74
A+B 95.97 92.72 96.51 69.42 2.64 7.1 73.44
A+B+C 95.74 94.11 96.94 68.96 2.64 7.1 77.52
C+D 95.51 93.73 96.01 66.54 2.98 12.6 83.33
A+C+D 96.34 92.97 96.85 69.14 2.68 1.7 99.98
A+B+C+D 96.17 94.86 97.69 71.45 2.56 11.2 86.96

2.4 1EBIXTLL LIS

Sy B ek ik ABFP-YOLOVS F Lt , <
L HEHL T Faster RCNN,SSD . YOLOV5s . YOLOvV6s
G N AR BRI e, BARGE R nER 3
Fis o

1 ¢ 3 A 1, Faster RCNN 5 SSD %545 U [K] 2
B R SSCR A, M LA 78 shum e 2 1
SENLIYSEIT TR SR . M2 R, A SCH S A9 ABFP-
YOLOVS Bk 7E MG B 55 8505 5 T 24 R 0 8 . P Al
R % T YOLOvV5s. YOLOv6s., YOLOv7-Tiny ., YO-
LOv7.YOLOv8n, YOLOVY9s . YOLOv10n 445 fif 42
Tt 7E NAL R 256 x10° AT, P 5 P,y 51 35 3]

97.69% 5 71.45% , A F Fr A XF bb 55k, [6] B DA
86.96 Mil/s 144G I 0 P35 JE S AP EOR . LI
0], ABFP-YOLOVS 7£ 46 2 F ¥ AT 45 v R B i
RAFMIZEGPERE S SCPRn M T .
2.5 AL

J I IE ABFP-YOLOVS 8 15 75 B 52 5 24 37 5
TR ERE  ASHIFST BE R G IS R S IR A A
() EAR AT I, A I 285 SR an &l 6 i o B rpbfs
insulator F14 4G T HE & 715 4G 2 SR A 446 2% 1 RO HE %
B 6 1] LI i, ABFP-YOLOVS 7 52 22 #1485 T AT
LA S R T B L o f Ak i AR B 1 2 4 i
Aepe it 7T SRR S



62 R & OR AR 2026 4

R3 HBEITLELIGER

Tab.3 Model comparison experimental results

A Pl% RI% Pi/% P:/% NI(X10°4%) GFLOPs F /(li/s)
Faster RCNN 94.70 90.50 84.30 63.50 28.28 136.6 43.50
SSD 92.70 94.10 90.60 63.10 23.61 200.8 26.60
YOLOV5s 95.50 94.70 93.50 65.90 7.02 15.9 77.52
YOLOVv6s 94.40 93.70 96.50 65.40 17.19 44.1 73.53
YOLOV7-Tiny 94.80 90.80 95.40 59.80 6.01 132 76.92
YOLOV7 95.40 93.10 96.30 63.90 37.19 105.1 62.11
YOLOv8n 95.83 93.60 96.92 68.82 3.01 8.2 78.74
YOLOV9s 96.08 92.05 96.44 66.36 7.20 26.7 74.07
YOLOV10n 95.96 93.94 97.12 70.13 2.30 6.7 95.24
ABFP-YOLOVS 96.17 94.86 97.69 71.45 2.56 112 86.96
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