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] 1 One of the latest railroad inventions is a ma-
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chine that will do the work of car riders in a freight yard -
A “car retarder” it is called- It is a machine operated by
compressed air which reaches above the rails of the classi-
fication tracks and pressing against the sides of the turning
car wheels checks or retards the speed of the car so that
it will come to a stop at the proper place-
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5] 2 The fans are often fitted with movable shutters
to their air intakes which open and close automatically un-
der the control of thermostats to keep the cylinder temper-
atures as even as possible, admitting more air when the
engine is working hard and less when it is idling-
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f] 3 The cables are normally made continuous
through the tops of the towers, down through side towers
where these exist,and thence into the anchorage -
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fil 4 The cylinders of a diesel engine would be-
come dangerously overheated if effective measure were not
taken to cool them- Each cylinder therefore is encased in
a water jacket , which forms part of a circuit through which
water is pumped continuously s and cooled by means of air
drawn in from the outside atmosphere by large rotary fans,
worked off the main crankshaft, or, in the large diesel —
electric locomotives; by auxiliary motors -
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151 5 Congestion has become the predomination fac-
tor in this environment, and statistics suggests that two
cars per household system may soon make matters worse -

In the meantime insult is added to injury by “land val-
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£ 6 In a more general sense the term fail —safe is
used to describe components (particularly electrical )which
fail in such a way that they do not endanger the whole
system - As applied to structures;the term is used to mean
redundancy or “belt —band —braces” -
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i 7 Hydrogen peroxide is a useful source of oxy-
gen;but it is a very nasty stuff to handle- It is very easily
catalyzed -
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%1 8  Thanks to skin as thin as a credit card.which
replaces the heavy aluminum shell of conventional space-
craft s the rocket is light enough to leap into orbit in a sin-
gle bound, avoiding the wasteful shedding of expensive
booster stages -
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Function of Figrative Thinking in Technical Translation

LI Hai-jun, ZHANG Li-li

(Foreign Languages Department » Hunan University of Science and Arts> Changde 415000, China)

Abstract : There exists a bias in the translation circle :in technical translation logical thinking is a must while figurative

thinking is of no importance- In fact . figurative thinking also plays an important role in technical translation and its func-

tion in technical translation lies in the following aspects : determine the meaning of the fuzzy word ; quarantee the wholeness

and coherence of the technical version and improve the aesthetic function of the technical version-
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