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A Study on the Uocabulary Learnmg Strategies Used by Freshmen English
Majors in a Chinese College of Technology

CHEN Wei

(School Of Foreign Language East China Jiaotong University » Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract . This paper reports an empirical study on vocabulary learning beliefs and strategies employed by freshmen Eng-
lish majors of one college of Technoiogy in China-The instruments adopted include a questionnaire and a vocabulary re-
call test - Detailed analysis of quantitative data yields the findings as follows ; 1)Overall ; the freshmen English majors from
second —class universities hold the belief that words should be learned through use and context - 2)The subjects employ a
wide range of strategies to learn EFL vocabulary - 3) Vocabulary beliefs do not reveal any correlation with the scores in the
vocabulary recall test -6 of the 23 strategies are significantly correlated with the scores in the vocabulary recall test in a
positive way -Some pedagogical implications are put forward at the end of this paper-

Key words :vocabulary learning strategies ;metacognitive strategies ; cognitive strategies;social/ affective strategies
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