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Hemingway’ s Ecological Consciousness Perceived through the
Snows of Kilimanjaro

LIU Xing
( Foreign Languages School East China Jiaotong University Nanchang 330013 China)

Abstract: There is an upsurge of ecocriticism in critical theory both home and abroad due to the emergence of eco—
logical crisis. However ecocriticism has its own limitations. It is indispensable for literary critics to take a critical at—
titude when applying this theory. In Hemingway’ s short story The Snows of Kilimanjaro the hero and heroine go on
an African safari in order to find an oasis for their spiritual wasteland. This trip indicates that the urgent task in face
of humans is not only to reduce the physical space between man and nature but also to achieve spiritual harmony.

The hero’ s contradictory attitudes towards nature give a warning to the double political orientations of ecologism.
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