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“may can must shall

will could might should would need dare ought to have to used to

D) 4

( )( Systemic — Functional Approach to Grammatical Metaphor)

(1) Aristotle’ s idea of metaphor as words leads researchers from different fields to concentrate their minds on
lexical metaphor for centuries. As a result people may think of lexical metaphor in particular when mentioning meta—
phor in general.

(2) As a summary of the study of the American functionalists and mine we might have the following conclu—
sion.

(3) We need not dwell on these constraints which include such factors as the following-+*

(4) Typically he would use an imperative mood to carry out this command but he at the same time wants the
hearer to know that his closing the window is not obligatory and he is not ordering the hearer.

(5) But it must be pointed out that these “grammatical categories” should not be confined to grammatical
word classes only.

6) These will all be discussed in detail in the later chapters.

7) We shall see in the later chapters that there is the possibility of textual GM too.

8) Language could be adequately described simply by positing an unstratified content plane.
(9)

termine which form is the basic one.

While it is true that any realization ought to have an agnate form in some cases it is not easy for us to de—

(10) We can say that Schweik punished the lieutenant in some way.

2
. ( James Martin) 20 90
6
7
( attitude) ( engagement) ( graduation) . ( affect) . ( judgement)
( appreciation) . ( monogloss) ( heterogloss) . ( force) ( fo—
cus) .
/ ;

( hedging) N
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2.1

(1) However making this determination could be quite time consuming. Instead it may be enough to obtain
some measure of the frequency with which a typical Lisp program will crash on a typical machine.
(2) There can be no doubt that the music industry has enormous economic and cultural power.
(1)

could be may be

(2) can
there can be
no doubt
2)

The reason for this might be twofold: on the one hand it suggests that this metaphorical extension is not in fre—
quent use in modern everyday Chinese; hence it is not recorded in the corpus. On the other hand it might also be
that after random sampling the database built upon the 1. 8 million character corpus is not large enough to embrace
this particular extension.

might . might

can may could might

2.2
shall will

(1) In the following sections I shall mainly present some examples extracted from the corpus data for each
general and specific metaphorical extension identified. Accounts will be given if a specific metaphorical extension
found with the lexicographical data is missing in the corpus data.

(2) This article will discuss topics of setting the important term of “3 representatives” as our action guide to
realize properly the cultivation function of college culture. It will also talk about how to focus on the spirit culture so

as to raise the college’ s moral characters and qualities+**

shall will
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A Study on Modal Hedges in Academic Discourse and Their Appraisal Meanings

LIU Ge
( School of Foreign Languages East China Jiaotong University Nanchang 330013 China)

Abstract: It is well known that academic discourse is a kind of discourse to exchange message and express point of
view objectively. In order to achieve this aim the writer of academic discourse has to use a certain linguistic device
to persuade the reader to acknowledge or accept his/her point of view. Modal hedges are kinds of such linguistic de—
vices. This paper makes a study on modal hedges in academic discourse as well as their appraisal meanings from the
point of view of appraisal theory.

Key words: academic discourse; modal hedges; appraisal meaning



