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Experimental Study on Water Seepage of Cracked Tunnel Lining
Under Groundwater Pressure
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Abstract:In view of the problems of water leakage and structural damage in the tunnel, to find out the location
of high water pressure leakage point or imminent leakage, and to quantify the water pressure, the indoor model
pressure test of cracked concrete was carried out to simulate the seepage of cracked lining under different water
pressure conditions. The temperature distribution of the seepage surface of concrete block was observed by in-
frared thermal imaging camera to study the correlation between seepage pressure, the size of the crack and tem-
perature. The experimental results are as follows: the seepage volume is proportional to the width of the crack
and the water pressure. Under the same crack conditions, the higher the water pressure is, the faster the seepage
velocity is. Under the same water pressure conditions, the more the crack develops, the greater the seepage ve-
locity becomes. The seepage area of the non—penetrating crack seepage surface is often larger than the seepage
area of the penetrating crack seepage surface. The temperature is usually the lowest at the maximum seepage
flow, so the minimum temperature point in the tunnel seepage area can be found by using infrared thermal imag-

ing camera scanning to determine the most suitable punching and pressure relief position.
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Tab.1 Classification of tunnel lining cracks in Railway Bridge and Tunnel Building State Evaluation Standards in China

Damage level

Crack width characteristic

AA (Very serious)
A(Serious)
B(Slightly serious)
C(Medium)
D(Slight)

L, > 10 m,L, > 5 mm, the crack continues to expand rapidly
Sm< L, <10m,L, >5 mm,may collapse under external force

Ly <5 m,3 mm L, <5 mm,the cracks continue to grow slowly

L <5m,L, < 3 mm

L, < 1 mm,no development changes
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Fig.3 Diagram of the experimental setup for hydraulic test through a cracked concrete block
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Tab.2 Crack dimensions
Crack Crack Crack
Testblock —  ih/mm  length/mm depth/mm
1 0.4 250 100 (not through)
2 1 250 200(not through)
3 3 250 300(through)
4 5 250 300(through)

250
W
250

(c¢) Test block 3 (d) Test block 4

4 HABRFHERT (LA . mm)

Concrete blocks and various crack dimensions (Unit: mm)
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Tab.3 Compressive strength of concrete blocks

Test block Stress/kN :i:zgtrﬁ/s;;;z
1 1 105.8 49.1
2 1 108.7 49.3
3 1 084.8 48.2
Average value 1 099.8 48.9
Standard deviation 10.6 0.5
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Fig.5 Diagram of device connection
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Fig.6 Seepage velocities under different crack widths with
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Fig.7 Seepage velocities under different pressure with
identical crack widths
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Fig.10 Water seepage behavior of test block 3 mm after gradual pressurization

(a) 0 kPa, 107 ¢cm? (b) 50 kPa,113 c¢m?

(¢) 100 kPa, 124 c¢m?
11 5Som RFERERER I AN EZTMEEAEZENSRERETL

Fig.11 Water seepage behavior of test block 5 mm after gradual pressurization
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